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The theme of loneliness
	Loneliness is perhaps one of the terrible feelings that exist in our modern society. Every human being, at one point in time has to experience this feeling, taking a rather extreme emotional toll. It is majorly brought about due to lack of emotional compassion from friends and those that we love. Loneliness tends to negatively affect an individual’s mindset and perception making it detrimental to a person’s behavior. It is clear that there is one important thing in one’s life and that is having friends around you. Without friends, many people would be suffering from loneliness coupled with low self-esteem issues. In the novel, Of Mice and Men, Steinbeck writes to illustrate how the world can be so unfair under the system of capitalism to demonstrate the theme of loneliness.
	Many of the characters in the novel are handicapped in some way: Candy, for instance, is old with one hand; Lennie is mentally ill while Carlson and Curley feel insecure and violent at the same time. Crook is disabled and also black, and Curley’s wife feels alienated because she is the only female at the ranch. Nevertheless, the main reason why workers are lonely is that their emotions are divided due to mistrust, prejudice, envy, and fear. Crook is the first individual to express the feeling of loneliness. Because his skin color is black, he is not allowed to hang out with the rest of the employees, to play cards, or to get allowed to ranch hand’s bunk. Black people are prevented from engaging in any activity with the whites because they are perceived to be filthily smelly.  This prompts him to make comments such as "S"pose you did not have anyone. “S"pose you couldn't go into the bunkhouse and play rummy "because you were black." How"d you like that?" (Steinbeck 72). This concludes that he would have liked to interact with the ranch hands. He fights his loneliness by reading books and often getting busy with his work.
 	In the novel, George also struggles with loneliness. He is not able to create relationships with other individuals due to his fatherly role of taking care of his disabled ally Lennie. Even though George thinks that the person holding him back in his life is Lennie, he understands and values Lennie’s company. "I can go off into the hills and find a cave" "No, I want you to stay with me." (Steinbeck 14). When on the ranch, George chooses seclusion. Most of the time he keeps it to himself, and at some point, he forces his colleagues by engaging them to form relationships with him. George is always playing solitaire during his low moments and Steinbeck uses this to illustrate that George isn’t so much interested in forming relationships with other individuals. Even though George does not need many friends in his life, he treasures companionship.      
[bookmark: _GoBack]Candy endures lonely days while working on the ranch. One of the reasons he endures loneliness and gets rejected by the rest of the population is because he is disabled and elderly. Candy’s dog, which is the only companion and friend gets shot by Carlson for the reasons that it is too worthless and old. This makes Candy worried because he knows that he might also be shot due to his old age. He attempts to join George and Lennie on the ranch to get immunity against inexplicable murders. However, his advanced age renders him useless in society, prompting him to fix himself in the friendship dream of George and Lennie .Candy is not allowed to mingle freely with the rest of the people as he is left behind when the rest go to town. Carlson interrogates Candy about his dog’s welfare. "He ain't no good to you, Candy. He isn't any good to himself. Why"nt you shoot him, Candy" (Steinbeck 44). Candy senses that he might as well be useless making him be among the loneliest people working on the ranch. 
            In conclusion, as far as people remain miserable by being isolated, loneliness due to lack of friends becomes more detrimental. It is evident that isolating an individual from companionship results in pain and misery. Candy, for instance, felt so much pain when his dog was shot dead. On the other hand, George felt miserable when he had to do away with his friend Lennie. God created human beings to live in harmony and in a social manner. Finding the right companion brings joy to one’s life. In the novel, Of Mice and Men, it is evident that the value of relationship and interaction is vital as friendship eliminates rejection and loneliness.  
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